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What’s Inside Greetings from The President 

Continued on page 2 

Happy New Year to all readers of The Post.  I am humbled and 
enthused to have been elected as President of the WSWCA.  I 
have been a member of the Civic for many years, on the Board 
since 2010, and I have enjoyed every minute invested in this great 
group.  As I outlined at the January Board meeting, crime and 
cleanliness are at the top of our list at the Civic.  These two issues, 
along with further strengthening our relationships with local 
officials, are major priorities.  Our sidewalk-sweeping program is 
one of the most popular initiatives supported by the WSWCA, 
and we will continue to build on that. 
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The close of 2012 brought us three new members to the 
Washington Square West Civic Association Board of Directors; 
please join me in welcoming Mr. Reed Lyons, Dr. Greg Nayor, 
and Mr. Michael Williams in serving on the Board.  The talents 
and skills possessed by these three neighbors will no doubt 
increase the caliber of our organization.  I very much look forward 
to their contributions in helping us improve our neighborhood. 

We have made huge strides in the last 18 months establishing a 
mechanism with residents and local businesses to work with the 
6th Police District and Capt. Korn to improve crime and quality of 
life in our neighborhood.  I hope many of you will consider 
getting involved in our Public Safety committee, and our new 
Town Watch. 

With such a large portion (over 50%) of our population being 
young adults, the time is right for the WSWCA to better 
engage this group.  I am very pleased and excited to see the 
creation of a “Young Friends” organization within the civic. In 
this issue of The Post, you’ll find a new column – Student 
Voice – written by WSWCA member and Jefferson student 
Paul Alves. Additionally, one of the new Directors elected to 
our Board is the Dean of Students at The University of Arts, 
and our two organizations are working together to find ways to 
support and serve one another.   

I look forward to serving as your President, seeing our WSWCA 
projects flourish, and enjoying a wonderful 2013 with you. 

- Clay Scherer, WSWCA President 

The WSWCA Post Staff 
 

Editor 
Justine Haemmerli, Young Friends Chair, 
Marketing Chair 
 
Business Profile:  
Kevin Rodricks, WSWCA Young Friends, 
Marketing & Membership Committees 
 
Police Perspective:  
Officer Robert Savino, WSWCA Member 
 
Student Voice:  
Paul Alves, WSWCA Town Watch President 
 
Local Politics 
Anna Aagenes, WSWCA Member, Young 
Friend 
 
Food & Entertainment 
Karen Adams, WSWCA Events Committee 
Chair, Public Safety Chair 
 
Neighbor Spotlight 
Julian Hickey, WSWCA Member 
 
 
Have an idea, suggestion, feedback, or 
photo for The Post? We’d love to hear 
from you?  
 
Contact us at post@washwestcivic.org 
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Wash West Spotlight: 
OUR VERY OWN SESAME STREET 

 
BY JULIANN HICKEY 

My five-year old niece from Texas visited me last fall.  
She lives in a suburban mecca of shopping malls, 
chain stores and planned unit developments. 
Townhomes and condominiums like the ones in 
Wash West were a foreign concept to her.   The idea 
of walking to a grocery store had not ever occurred 
to her.  After making our rounds of the various 
tourist destinations, I decided to give her a tour of 
our Wash West neighborhood and make it a 
destination in itself. 

She looked at me skeptically when I told her it was 
going to be like touring Sesame Street.  But with the 
promise of ice cream, we started our adventure.  We 

walked down Pine Street, up 12th, over to Walnut, and back on 11th, dropping in various shops along our route.   

Her eyes grew huge as she entered a non-chain toy store and she became uncharacteristically quiet as she looked 
at the fancy toys and dolls.  We continued on to the store that was once the Crystal Cage, where Kelly, the 
owner, invited her to try on sparkly necklaces.  At Almeidas Floral Designs, Arturo the florist gave her a lollipop.  
Linda the cosmetic sales lady at Macy’s bestowed a sequined pink cosmetic bag upon her.   

We bumped into George the pediatric dentist, who, when she found out he had a Wii in his dental office, 
proclaimed that she would not mind going to the dentist in Philadelphia.   On our way home, she was fascinated 
by the store where soap was actually made right upstairs.   We ended the day with the fulfillment of the ice cream 
promise.  As we sat there she looked at me and said, “Aunt Jules, this is just like Sesame Street”.   

Who makes our neighborhood your Sesame Street?  Who is your Ernie and Bert, your Big Bird, or even your 
Oscar the Grouch?  The positive interactions with people who create the energy as you walk down the street 
make our neighborhood not just a place to live, but a destination.  Perhaps it is a specific restaurant owner, hair 
stylist, butcher, baker, or soap maker.   

Over the upcoming year, this column will spotlight the people in this neighborhood who make it better just by 
being part of it.  There are a lot of reasons that Washington Square West is a desirable place to live; but at the 
core, it’s the people that make Wash West the neighborhood we love. 

Did you know?  The WSWCA has over 500 diverse members, who 
own businesses, serve the community, live, & work in our neighborhood. 

Not a member, or need to renew your membership? Visit www.washwestcivic.org now and update your membership easily online! 
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Business Minded: 
ABSOLUTE ABSTRACT 

 
BY KEVIN RODRICKS 

I often look at the beautiful cream-colored walls in our home and am 
stupefied at the fact that colors can make me feel warm (yes, yes, my wife 
tells me I’m a robot). But then I think to myself, “They’re so barren. 
They need some love, a little somethin’ somethin’. Actually, they just need a 
picture or a poster. Which sounds simple enough - but then I think, 
“how do I figure out how big it should be?” And I know that the bigger the 
art, the bigger the price tag. Suddenly, the whole thing becomes too 
stressful. “Maybe next month,” I think. And thus, the walls remain bare.  
 
That is, until I wandered into Absolute Abstract, a funky art boutique 
(and WSWCA business member) on 13th and Walnut that was hip, 
enticing, and manned by probably the most helpful proprietor I’ve ever 
met: James McManaman.  

James told me about the crisp, frameless canvas works sold at Absolute 
Abstract; the vision he and his partner, David White, had to bring quality 
decorative art to Wash West; and the reason they chose a location on 

13th Street for its excellent foot traffic, and the lunch crowd from the business center which can easily drop by the 
shop.  I had come in for some wall décor, but found myself just as intrigued to learn from James about the business 
itself; however, listening to his unique perspective and exceptional professionalism hadn’t yet solved my problems - 
one, how big should ‘art’ be on my barren walls? And, two, is the cost going to be another mortgage payment?  

 

 

 

Well, it turns out that they weren’t problems after all. James and David do complimentary layouts. What? At my house? I 
have a hard enough time scheduling the cable guy to come. And besides, I work during the day. No, no, James explained. If you 
send them a picture of your wall and the measurements, they’ll create a CAD representation and send it back to you as 
a PDF, so you can see exactly what the artwork looks like on your wall. And it’s F-R-E-E. Okay, I thought. But nothing’s 
really free; it must be factored into the price. This must cost an arm and a leg. James, what’s that Love Park canvas 
cost? $39. And the one next to that - the beautiful picture of City Hall? $39. And the statue in Rittenhouse? $39. And 
this gigantic piece of Philly showing the political districts from 1837 (33x48)? $329. Ah, the rub! I knew it!  

Hmmm. On second thought, I’d probably pay that just for the frame with a work of art that size. The store’s niche 
finally clicked for me – frameless art lets you have beautiful pieces, at an unbelievable price. And there’s the mission of 
Absolute Abstract – making great pieces accessible and affordable. And though $39 is not chump change to me (it was 
$37 including tax after James applied the Wash West discount - booyah!), seeing the picture of Love Park with the Art 
Museum in the distance every day is all but priceless. 

David White and James McManaman, co-owners 
of Absolute Abstract 

Did you know? WSWCA Members get discounts at local businesses 
throughout our neighborhood. 

Absolute Abstract is located at 141 South 13th street. Phone: (215) 733 - 0190 
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Washington Square West:  
A Great Place to Live & Work! 

Check out these amazing shops, services, & businesses in our very own neighborhood 
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A real tan every time!

We deliver for our members.

204 South 12th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
215.985.4092
12streetgym.com
Discounted parking nearby

204 South 12th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
In the 12th Street Gym Complex
215.735.USUN (8786)
soleiltanningservices.com
Gym membership not required

201 South Camac Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107
Adjacent to 12th Street Gym

Proud to serve Washington Square West for more than 25 years!

Bring in this ad 

and receive

25% OFF
our Initiation Fee! 

Not valid with any other offer. 

Check out the Kids’ Gym and a variety of services 
from hair and skin care to massage and Pilates! 
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Washington Square West:  
A Great Place to Live & Work! 

Check out these amazing shops, services, & businesses in our very own neighborhood 

12th & arch ~ mon–sat 8-6 sun 9–5 ~ 215-922-2317 ~ readingterminalmarket.org

“ Going to the market  
is always a treat.”

 — peter hara and paul mostoller,  
midtown village, market shoppers  
since 2008
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Washington Square West:  
A Great Place to Live & Work! 

Check out these amazing shops, services, & businesses in our very own neighborhood 

 

 

 

 

 

To find out more about advertising 
in The WSWCA Post, please 
contact Justine Haemmerli at 

post@washwestcivic.org, or visit 
our website at 

www.washwestcivic.org 
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Student Voice: 
JEFFERSON STUDENTS HELPING REFUGEES IN SOUTH PHILLY 

 
BY PAUL ALVES 

The idea of a refugee health 
clinic had nary entered my mind, 
until I had the privilege of 
visiting the Jefferson Medical 
College’s student-run Houston 
Health Clinic in South 
Philadelphia. The clinic exuded 
energy and hope for a population 
of underserved people - mostly 
from Bhutan, Nepal, and Burma - 
that had left their homeland to 
escape the sting of political and 
religious persecution. Third and fourth year Jefferson medical students eagerly examined and diagnosed 
patients under the stewardship of various attending physicians, while interpreters spoke the native languages 
of the Bhutanese, Nepali, and Burmese people in their role as liaisons between the patients and the health 
care personnel.  

One of the more striking interactions between Jefferson medical students and a clinic patient involved a 
Bhutanese woman complaining of debilitating leg pain. She had been doing a good deal of walking on 
South Philadelphia’s unforgiving concrete sidewalks since she arrived in the city two years ago, but had 
become much less active as of late due to her pain. As a result, she had gained weight and become 
depressed. After a thorough medical examination and interview, it was determined that the patient’s only 
problem seemed to be an inability to afford a good pair of supportive shoes (she was wearing a flimsy pair of 
eroded flip-flops at the time of her visit). While it was difficult to see how this preventable problem had 
become so debilitating, it was nonetheless touching to observe the medical students’ level of dedication in 
ensuring the patient was able to obtain a new pair of foot-friendly shoes at no charge, through a local social 
services agency. Something as rudimentary as a sturdy pair of shoes, which the majority of the people 
reading this article would surely take for granted, can make the most impactful difference on the life of a 
less fortunate individual.  

Each one of us has a special role to play in the betterment of someone’s life, and these improvements in 
most cases come not as large, earth-shattering events, but rather as small, manageable differences that, 
despite their basic nature, make all the difference in the world to someone who has so little. Kudos to the 
burgeoning physicians at Jefferson’s refugee health clinic for a job very well done. 

Did you know? Almost half of WSWCA’s Young Friends members are students, 
eager to become involved in community service projects in our own neighborhood. 

Do you have a project that needs volunteer support? Let the WSWCA Young Friends help!  
Contact Young Friends chair Justine Haemmerli at justine.haemmerli@gmail.com for more information. 
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10th street Hardware Inc. 
1130 Sprue Street Condo 
Association 
12th Street Gym 
13th Street Gourmet Pizza 
801 Residence 
Absolute Abstract 
Academy Chiropractic Center 
Accent on Animals 
AIA Bookstore & Design 
Center 
AIRS Appliances Inc 
Alexander Inn 
Almeidas Floral Designs 
Apartment & Townhouse 
Rentals Association Services 
F/T Blind & Visually 
Impaired 
Benjamin Cobrin & Co Inc. 
Realtors 
Cake And the Beanstalk 
Caribou Café 
Cecil Baker + Partners 
Center City One Condo 
Association 
CHeU Noodle Bar 
CJ Complete Cleaning 
Service LLC 
Cobblestone Kids Pediatric 
Dentistry 
Conestoga Bank 
Creative Characters 
Defining Finishes 
Duross & Langel 
E&J Northeast Realty 
Estate Interiors LLC 
Fineman Realty 
Group/Franklin House 
Apartments 
Fish Restaurant 
Gianfranco Pizza Rustica 
Giorgio on Pine 
Giovanni & Pileggi 
Giovanni’s Room 
Goldman Properties 
Good Karma Café 
Harry W. Saunders, AIA 
Hello World 
Henry George School of 
Social Science 
Holiday Inn Express 

I-Candy Nightclub 
Industry 
Jefferson Hospital Pharmacy 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
JKR Partners LLC 
Jones RestaurantKanella 
Law Office of George L. 
Xanthoudakis, Esq. 
Law Offices of Jack Hubbert 
League LLC 
Litterpaw Pet Supply 
LL Pavorsky Jewels and Gifts 
M. Finkel & Daughter 
Mazzoni Center 
McGillin’s Olde Ale House 
Mercato 
Midtown II Restaurant 
Milkboy Center City, LLC 
Morimoto Restaurant 
Morris Animal Refuge 
Norma Michaels Entertainment 
Optimal Sports Health 
Philly Dog School 
Prudential Fox & Roach 
Prudential Fox & Roach – Mike 
McCann 
Richard Frederick Limoges, M.D., 
LTD. 
Royal Bank America 
S&S Properties 
Sara’s A-List Cleaners 
Sisters Nightclub 
South Street Business Center 
SOTA 
Spruce Rana 
Talula’s Garden 
Tavern on Camac 
The Glennon Firm LLC 
The Lion’s Mane 
The Pampered Pooch 
Thomas Jefferson University 
Tria Café 
Uncle’s Bar and Bed & Breakfast 
University of the Arts 
Valanni 
Value Guard Home Inspections 
Walnut Street Theater Corp 
Washington Mews Condominium 
Association 
Western Union Condominium 
Association 
Yoon’s Cleaners 
Zinc 

Thank you to our WSWCA 
Member Businesses for 
supporting us – we love 

supporting you! 

Wash West Eats 
 

BY KAREN ADAMS 
Baby, it’s still cold outside! Are you beginning to get 
cabin fever? I have the perfect solution: cozy up next 
to a toasty fireplace, while still enjoying a great dinner 
right here in the neighborhood.  

McGillin’s Olde Ale House, located at 1310 Drury St, 
not only offers the best selection of local and regional 
beers on tap, but every night boasts a new special on 
drinks and munchies.  Are you brave enough for 
karaoke or open mic night?  You’ll find both at 
McGillin’s. If you’re looking for a more low-key 
experience, I recommend stopping by and enjoying an 
Irish Coffee or Hot Toddie, while keeping your feet 
warm by the fireplace. 

In the mood for comfort food?  Try Jones at 700 
Chestnut Street.  This Stephan Starr restaurant offers 
a laid back atmosphere with a retro cocktail lounge.  
You can sit in an oversized booth and choose comfort 
foods like baked mac and cheese, meatloaf and 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  Sitting on a swivel chair at the 
bar and ordering a “Mommy’s Little Helper” or a 
“Betty Crocker” certainly adds to the playful mood!  
But don’t forget the see-thru fireplace.  That’s what’s 
drawing you in this winter! 
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Did you know? WSWCA hosts social events, educational panels, & greening 
initiatives, & community service projects year-round.  

While many of us know the WSWCA 
by the visual landmarks peppering our 
neighborhood – red decals dotting 
windows, gardens coyly flowering on 
winding side streets, this monthly 
newsletter coming to your door - few of 
us are truly familiar with the actual 
mission of the Washington Square 
West Civic Association. Is it to plant trees and install streetlights? Plan happy hours and fundraisers? Maintain gardens for 
residents? These are the things that we do – but our mission explains why these are the activities in which the WSWCA 
engages.  

On our website, under the Membership tab, one can find the Strategic Plan of the 
WSWCA. This is where I was first able to encounter our mission and better 
understand how our various initiatives stem from it. The mission, as stated in the 
Strategic Plan, is “to protect and enhance the quality of life in our neighborhood and preserve 
its heritage by mobilizing the capabilities and resources of our residents, businesses and 
institutions. “ I was particularly struck by the idea that the WSWCA exists in order to 
mobilize the power of our members. A number of our newer programs – including 
The WSWCA Town Watch, WSWCA Young Friends Group, and WSWCA 
Learning Series, which kicked off last month – embody this aim beautifully. By creating programs and initiatives that tap the 
energy and interests of Wash Westers, the WSWCA is able to serve as the conduit through which we gather, organize, and 
improve this neighborhood we love. The ideas for our work come from those who live and work here – the function of the 
WSWCA is to provide the structure and resources needed to bring those dreams and visions to life.  

In future issues, I look forward to examining in depth with you the various goals we have – from improving community 
partnerships & connections to local government, to making WSWCA membership meaningful to you, to preserving the 
beauty of our streets – and share the ways our committees, comprised of many dedicated volunteers, are truly working to 
make Wash West an incredible place to live and work. 

Mission in Action  
HOW THE WSWCA BRINGS OUR MISSION TO LIFE 

 
BY JUSTINE HAEMMERLI 

The year 2013 has brought up many firsts in my life: This 
month I began my first job in politics as the "District Office 
Director" for State Representative Brian Sims, who was sworn 
in weeks ago as Pennsylvania's first openly gay state legislator. 
Not only am I excited about my new position, I am delighted 
about the opportunity to write my first column for The Post as 
a way to connect with my fellow neighbors in the Wash West 
community about politics in our area. 
 

Days ago, we opened up our District Office here in Philadelphia (located at 21 S. 12th Street, Suite 182). As your District 
Office Director, I am responsible for managing the day-to-day of the office, overseeing constituent services, fostering and 
building relationships, and providing community outreach and engagement. Through this column, I plan to share 
important policies, exciting events, and ways to get involved and engaged with politics at the local level.  
 
While many firsts have occurred this year in my life, we believe 2013 can be a year of firsts for you too: For instance, have 
you ever reached out to a politician or visited a political office? Do you have an issue you care about but never knew how to 
volunteer to do something about it? Our office is here to serve you, and remember, there is a first time for everything! 

Political Scoop 
LOCAL POLITICS FROM AN INSIDER’S 

PERSPECTIVE 
 

BY ANNA AAGENES 

To find out more about the WSWCA and to become a member, please visit www.washwestcivic.org 
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Police Perspective 
BY OFFICER ROBERT SAVINO 

Hello to all the Washington Square West residents.  My name is Robert 
Savino, I am a Philadelphia Police officer assigned to the 6th District.  As 
many of you know, we are the district responsible for patrolling and 
keeping your neighborhood safe.  Captain Brian Korn is the Officer in 
charge of the 6th District.  Since this is the first article for the new Police 
Perspective column, I would like you to know what my role is within the 
district, as well as introducing you to some of my colleagues.   

I am the Crime Prevention Officer (C.P.O.).  A large part of my job is to 
identify crime patterns within the district, confer with my supervisors, and 
give our officers the information they need to make apprehensions.  
Another part of my work is educating the public on how they can take 
steps to prevent being a victim of certain crimes.  For example, one of the 
goals the Captain has set into place for 2013 is to reduce the number of 
burglaries in the 6th District.  To accomplish this goal, we are focusing on “target hardening” residential and 
commercial buildings.  Target hardening involves coming out to a property, conducting a security survey, and 
making recommendations on how an individual can take steps to make their property more secure.  I would be 
happy to come out to any property and conduct this type of survey.  You can contact me by phone at 215-686-3063 
or email- Robert.Savino@phila.gov about setting this up, or to discuss your concerns on other crimes. 

Each district in the city is broken down into patrol zones called Police Services Areas (P.S.A.).  The 6th District has 
three.  The Washington Square West neighborhood is part of  P.S.A. #3.  Lieutenant Joseph McGarrey is in charge 
of P.S.A. #3.  You can also direct concerns to him by email at PPD.06_PSA3@phila.gov.  Every month there are 
public meetings held for each Police Service Area.  You can go to phillypolice.com, click on the district tab and get 
the dates for the meetings.  Officer Tanya Brown is the 6th District Community Relations officer.  You can contact 
her about various programs the department offers to the community such as Project Safe Cam and National Night 
Out.  She can be contacted at 215-686-3063 or her email address  Tanya.Brown@Phila.gov.  If you are or were the 
victim of a crime you can contact Officer Carolyn Young.  She is the 6th District Victims Assistance officer.  Her 
contact number is 215-686-3063 and her email is carolyn.m.young@phila.gov 
 

In future articles, I will address the crimes that affect the neighborhood, what the district is doing to combat those 
crimes, and discuss other quality of life issues.  Please feel free to contact me about any concerns in the meantime, 
and I look forward to sharing insights & information regarding safety in our neighborhood in this column in the 
months to come.   

To find out more about the WSWCA and to become a member, please visit www.washwestcivic.org 

Did you know? The WSWCA has a new Town Watch to make our neighborhood 
even safer. Contact safety@washwestcivic.org to learn more. 
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Officers 

President: Clay Scherer 
Vice-President: Rick Spitzborg 
Treasurer: Judy Ron 
Secretary: Greg Nayor 
 

Committee Chairs 

Membership: Meg Berlin 
Marketing: Justine Haemmerli 
Events: Karen Adams 
Zoning: Carl Engelke 
Public Safety: Karen Adams 
Budget: Judy Ron 
Governmental Affairs: Judy 
Applebaum 
Audit: Judy Ron 
Greening: Rick Spitzborg 
Nominating: Clay Scherer 

WSWCA 
Board 

Get involved with the WSWCA! 
JOIN A COMMITTEE | PLANT A TREE | ENJOY A HAPPY HOUR  

 

MAKE NEW FRIENDS & MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE! 
www.washwestcivic.org 

www.facebook.com/wswca 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
February 19th – Young Friends of WSWCA Meeting 

February 20th – WSWCA Marketing Committee Meeting 

February 25th – WSWCA Membership Committee Meeting 

February 26th – WSWCA Zoning Committee Meeting 

March 12th 6pm – WSWCA Public Safety Committee Meeting 

March 12th 7pm – WSWCA Board Meeting 

March 13th - Wash West Wednesday at Milkboy 

[Recipient] 

Address Line 1 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

[Street Address] 
[City], [State][Postal Code] 

Lorem Ipsum Dolor 
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